
• 

JAMES B. KENLEY, M.D. 

COMMISSIONER 

SOMS DociD 2210056 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Health 

Richmond, Va. 23219 

Preliminary Assessment of 
Hopewell Iron and Metals Company 

Virginia Site 287 

prepared for 

u. s. Environmental Protection Agency, Region III 
Sixth and Walnut Streets 

Philadephia, Pennsylvania 19106 

prepared by 

Bureau of Solid Waste Management 
Virginia State Health Department 

Richmond, Virginia 

August, 1984 

©IROG.UN~V... 
~fRed; 

DFULSHER
Sticky Note
FOIA Exemption 4 - Financial and Trade Secret information.



• 
• 

• 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
JAMES B. KENLEY, M.D. 

COMMISSIONER 

Darius C. Ostrauskas 
Environmental Scientist 
USEPA - Region III 
Curtis Building 
Sixth and Walnut Streets 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Dear Darius: 

Department of Health 
Richmond, Va. 23219 

August 6, 1984 

Attached is a draft of our report, "Preliminary Assessment of Hopewell 
Iron and Metals Company, Virginia Site 287." 

If you have any questions or comments regarding the contents of this 
report, please call • 

Sincerely, 

~w·~ W~ight~.,/~. 
ctin irector 

Bureau of Solid Waste Management 

BFW/RCW/KLG/mcw 

Attachment 
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Darius c. Ostrauskas 
Environmental Scientist 
USEPA - Region III 
Curtis Building 
Sixth and -·Walnut Streets 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Dear Darius: 

August 6, 1984 

After a review of available State Health Department files, conducting a 
facility visit on July 26, 1984, and information gained from a conversation 
with owner of the facility, recommendation is made 
to her Action.'' 

As stated by EPA, a preliminary assessment should characterize the 
hazardous substances present, potential pollut.ant dispersal patl:aways, 
population and resources affected, and facility management practices. Due to · 
the lack of any direct or indirect connection to these factors, we have not 
developed a full preliminary assessment report. 

Hopewell Iron and Metal Company is located in the City of Hopewell and is 
an a~tive metal scrap business. The firm has been handed down through the 

family since the 1930 era. Presently the business is owned and 
operat brothers The actual site 
ownership of VA-287 is a recent acqu on to t e Hopewell Iron and Metal 
Company on Janua ry 31, 1972. In 1965 this site consisting of approximately 
three areas with two large warehouses was purchased from the Allied 
Corporation (Hopewell Chemical Works). Allied Chemical operated the site as 
storage for Caprolactam (Nylon pellets-). ·· Allied Corporation maintained the 
site for well over forty years after purchasing it from the DuPont de Nemours 
Company. The site still shows remains of the old DuPont nitro guncotton 
plant. There are cement ruins on site probably representing building 
foundations, etc. Mr. Fratarcangello stated that prior to industrial use the 
site was a fruit orchard. 

During our site visit we found no indications of potential hazardous 
materials stored, spilled or noticeable environmental impacts (a small motor 
oil spill area was found, approximately 3'x6' area). When one considers the 
overall major environmental purturbations that have occurred in the City of 
Hopewell, this site appears to be much like the rest of the industrialized 
areas in this city. 
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Darius c. Ostrauskas 
August 6, 1984 
Page 2 

@~UGUNAt . 
(Re a'i 

During the site discovery (February, 1984), four railroad tan~ cars were 
found stored on a railroad spur to the rear of this site. The cars contained 
very small amounts of organic and inorganic chemical residues. The cars were 
scheduled to be cut up for metal scrap. However, due to the depressed price 
of scrap iron, Hopewell Iron and Metal Company delayed the project. 
Responsibility for all four railroad cars were assumed by their original 
owners, Hercules Corporation and Allied Corporation. The Corporations removed 
the cars from VA-287 back to their respective industries. Both Corporations 

· proceeded to cut up and dispose for scrap all of the materials from these 
units. 

In addition, during the site visit it was noted (and upon examination 
with a photoionization meter a value tenfold above backgrou~d was found) that 
a small number of closed plastic-lined 55- llon drums (less than six) 
containing liquid were on site. stated that these drums 
were present when the site was purchas rom Allied Corporation • 
Recommendations are made to request Allied Corporation to investigate, locate, 
quantify, remove and properly dispose off site of previously owned drums 
containing liquid materials. We have no further recommendations on this site 
as pertains to CERCLA. 

BFW/RCW/KLG/mcw 

Attachments 

Sincerely, 

Berry F. Wright, Jr., P.E. 
Acting Director 
Bureau of Solid Waste Management 



&EPA ·~· POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS .WASTE SITE. 

IDENTIFICATION AND PRELIMINARY ASSES~ENT III VA-287 
HOTE1 "Thia form is comp,lelted for each potential hazardous waate .alta to help set prloritlaa for alta illepectioca. The information 
eabm!tted on thla fOftll.la Oft avelleble recorda and mar be updated on aubaequent forma as a result of additJonallnqulrlae 
aad ~Ita l.napactloDa, 

GENERAL IHSTRUCTIOHSt Complete Sectlooa I aDd m thrvap X ea cOSipletel)' ea poeelbla before Sectloa D (P,.llmlllllry 
Aaeaa-nt). ·I'll• thle fcmD in the Repoaal Hazardoae Waate Loc I'Ue and submit a copr to: U.S, EnYirolllfl8lllal Prolectlott 
Aceoq;' Site Tractuac 8yetem; H .. ardoue Waate EAforce•ent T-Ic l!'orc:e (l!N•33S~ 40l ' M St., SW; Weahift&tOft, DC 20460. 

r.tetal 
NAME 

. 23860 

. \ , I 

458-8514 
H. TYPE OF OWNERSHIP 

D•· FI!DE .. AI. oz. STATE os. COUNTY 0•-MUNICIPAl. ~~-PRIVATI! D •· UNKNOWN 

I. SITE.OESCRIPTION 

· Bu:J-k metal· ·scrap storage yard with two warehouses . 
J.~ HOW IDENTIFIED (l,a., ,clll•.n'a c-lalnta, OSHA. cllat#ona, etc,) 

Vir inia Department of Health 
I.. PRINCIPAL. STATE CONTACT 

~ ·Qt. HIGh Qi. MEDIUM os. LOW 

B. RECOMMENDATION 

a 1, NO ACTION NEEDED (no llaMid) 

Q . .a. SITE INSPECTION N£1!0£0 
a . TI!NTATIVI:I.Y •cHII!:DUI.t:D ,01111 

" · Wll.l. elt Pltiii,OIIIMitO eY : 

C.PREPARER 
t. NAiolll 

A. SITE STATUS 

Kevin L. 

~4. NONE 

~ t. ACTIVE ('l'flooo fnduaiFfol « 
•""'clpal aftao ""'ell oto ,..,... uoe4 . 

n 2. INACTIVE (7'Ptooa 
'ili'ea •ftlclt- ,..,,. 

lor -··· ,..._,, . , ... , •• or 4/apaool 
- • contlnulnl boole, .... ,. It ,.,,.._ .,..,,,) 

... .. , ... ) . 

8 . IS OI!NERATOR ON SITE! 

{Y1,HO 

c. 

os. UNKNOWN 

K. -oA TE IOENTI FlED 
(-., .day, • Tt•) 

Februar y 1984 

2. TI:LIIPHONI: NUMBER 

O .z. IMMEDIATE SITE INSPECTION ·NEI!DI!D 
a , TIINTAT IY I:f.:Y e<:HIEOULIED "0"' 

0 4. SIT I! INSPECTION NEE OED (loW' 'tiMity) 

1 . OATIE(moo, uy,. yt.) . 

1984 

!:CIFY COORDINATES 
1. I. A T I TUDIE (dol • ...,..lrt.-ooc,) . i. I.. O NGITUDIE (del.-fn.- oeco) . 

~·~~~~~~~~~~~~---~o~~~------------------JL----~7~0_!~~4~~"----------------------~ -,., ~ , ; · 2~ 7 acres ·37 17'03" 
1!. A~.l! ·l'HI!"E BUILDINGS ON THE SIT!:! 

• o · i. NO i2ij Z. rf:S ( apoclty): Two warehouses. 

T2070.2 (1 0.79) . \ 
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Continued From Front 

IV. CHARACTERI~ATIOJ( OF SITE ACTIVITY 
llndi,.•te the major site activlty(ies) and details relating to each activitu by marklna 'X' in _ttl!_ ~xea. 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
, ..... , 

A. TRANSPORTER e. STORER C. TREATER 0. DISPOSER·· 

I•· RAIL I• PILE 11 FILTRATION l•· LANDFILL 
12. SHIP 12 SURFACE IMPOUNDMENT 12. INCINERATIO_N ~· LANDFAI'IM 
Is. BARCO£ Is DRUMS s. VOLUME RE_DUCTION LoP~ 
14. TRUCK 14· TANK, ABOVE COROUND 14 RECYCLINCO/RECOVERY f'· SURFACE IMPOUNDMENT 

Is. PIPELINE Ill· TANK, BELOW GROUND Ill· C HEM./ PHY~ _TR~A_TMEN T Is· M~T DUMPING 

f-111. OTHER (epeclfy): le· OTHER (llpeclly): ie BIOLOGICAL TREATMI£t.l_!_ !-· IN_C:IN_~RATION f- . 
17• WASTE OIL- REPROCESSING t1· UNDERGROUND INJECTION 

8. SOLVENT R_!£~E~Y Ia· OTHER (epeclty): . \ 
...._ e. OTHER (llpeclly): 

"N/A" 11N/A11 "N/A" "N/A" 
E. SPECIFY· DEJ'.AILS OF SITE ACTIVITIES AS NEEDED ... . . 

None. 

V. WASTE REl.ATED INFORMATION 
A. WASTE TYPE 

01. UNKNOWN Oz. LIQUID Qgp. SOLID 04. SLUDGE Os. GAS • e. •WASTE CH~t,RACTERISTICS 

01. UNKNOWN Oz. coRROSIVE 03. IGNITABLE 04. RADIOACTIVE os. HIGHLY VOLATILE os. TOXIC 07. REACTIVE oa. INERT 09-FLAMMABLE 

... ~ .. .. . 

None. 0 

D 10. OTHER (specify): 

C. WASTE CATEGORIES 
1. Are recorda of waatea available? Specify iteme aucb •• manUeeta, inventoriee, e~.· below. 

Yes! Inventories. 
2. Estima .. , the amount(.,~cif~ unit. of !)of waste by cate 1 ~o"' mark 'X' to·ln.tl,. .... which wastes· are ptesen •• · · 

.. a. SLUDGE b. OIL c. S~ENT~ d. C~~ICA_~ e. SOLIDS f. OTHER 
'A-MOUNT lA MOUNT AMOUNT !AMOUNT AM~ 1 1NT !AMOUNT 

UNIT OF-MEASURE UNIT OF MEASURE UNIT OF·MEAS.lJRE !UNIT OF MEASURE UNIT OF MEASURE !UNIT OF MEASURE 

~x· Ill PAII\IT, [' IIJOILY ~ Ill HALOGENATED ~ ; .:!: Ill~~=~::~~~~. 
1- PIGMENTS f- WASTES SOLVENTS Ill ACIDS IIF'LYASH • .... --

f- 1210THER(epecl/y): 121METALS I21.NON·H A LOGNTD 121 PICKLING 121 AIIIESTOS 121HOIIPITAL SLUDGES SOLVENTS LIQUORS 

lSI POTW - 131 OTHER(~peclly): Ill CAUSTICS UIMILLING/ 
181 RADI_OACTIVE ·.MINE TAILINGS -

I41ALUMINUM 
(41 PESTICIDES llt•J :i!~~g,u~ASTES (41MUNICIPAL SLUDGE 

- (Ill OTHER(epeclfy): 
tel DYES/INKS lei ~~~;~~';.'!~¥:s ...._ Ill I OTHER(apeclty): 

(81 OTHER(epeclty): 
(81 CYANIDE -

11N/A11 "N/ A!' .. "N/A11 (71PHENOLII 
"N/ A"." "N/A" 

(8) HALOGENS 

- IGI PCB 
0 0 0 • '· 

1101 METALS 

t--~(1 I I OTHER(•peclfy) 

"N/A" 
EPA Form T2070·2 (10-79) 
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V. WASTE RELATED INFORMATION(' I) ,'' ,' '{'i.,_ .. c; ' .'. 

3~T SUBSTANCES OF GREATEST WHICH MAY BE ON THE SITE (place In deecendln(l order ot ha•atd). . 
" 

• None. 
-

' \ 

4. ADDITIONAL '-""''"'c."' 1::. OR NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF SITUATION KNOWN OR REPORTED TO EXIST AT THE SITE~ 

Small number of liquid containing 55-gallon drums (less than six) need to be 
disposed of. 

VI. HAZARD DESCRIPTION 
a. c. POT EN· 

ALLEGED 
D. DATE OF 

A. TYPE OF HAZARD TIAL INCIDENT 
INCIDENT E. REMARKS '' 

c::r~"';~~ (mark 'X') 
(mo.,day,yr.) 

I I. NO HAZARD XXX 
t·' 
·-;:· 

2. HUMAN HEALTH 

a. ~N~~·:~r:xE:OSURE 

4. WORKER INJURY 

II. g~NWTAA.r~~~r,~~;L y 

e CON.TAMINA·T-ION "' ....... ·- •. '. '' 

• OF FOOD CHAIN 

7 • g~NGTRAOMJ::~;.:~~ER 
,, 

8. g~~r,~~~~tt:~TER •'' 

9. DAMAGE TO 
·FLORA/FAUNA • 

10. FISH_KILL 

It. ~~NA~~MINATION 

12. NOTICEABLE ODORS 

• ta. CONTAMINATION OF SOIL 

- 1--·-- ' . --- - ---··------- ------- ------~-----

14. PROPERTY DAMAGE 

Ill. FIRE OR EXPLOSION 

Ill SPILLS/LEAKING CONTAINERS/ 
• RUNOFF/STANDING LIQUIDS 

17. ~~~~:·P~~OBRL~MS 

18. EROSION PROBLEMS 

19. INADEQUATE SECURITY 

20. INCOMPATIBLE WASTES 

21. MIDNIGHT DUMPING 

2 2.-0Tt-tER 1 

- -

EPA Fonn T2070·2 (1 0·79) Continue On Reverse 
4 



"'~~~~~G1NAL 
Co~{J;~~m· Front ,. 

I VII. PERMIT INFORMATION 
A. INDICATE ALL APPLICABLE PERMITS HELD BY THE SITE. 

0 1. NPDES PERMIT 0 2. SPCC PLAN 0 3. STATE PERMIT(epeclly): 

0 4. AIR PERMITS 0 5. LOCAL PERMIT D 6. RCRA TRANSPORTER 

D 7. RCRA STORER 0 8. RCRA TREATER 0 t. RCRA DISPOSER. 

0 10. OTHER (epeclly): 

B. IN COMPLIANCE? 

D 1. YES 02. NO 0 3. UNKNOWN 

4 •. WITH RESP_ECT TO (list retlulatlon name. number): 

"N/A" 

"N/A" 

VHI. PAST REGULATORY ACTIONS 
@ A. NONE 0 B. YES (aUJJUIIarl•e below) 

IX. INSPECTION ACTIVITY roast or on·llolruH 

0 A. NONE @ B. YES (coatplete ftema 1,2,3, • 4 below) 

2-DATEOF a. PERFORMED 
1. TYPE OF ACTiifiTY PAST ACTION BY: 

(mo., .day, • yr,). (BPA/State) 

-

0 

.. 

1 
' 

' ,, 

i 

4. DESCRIPTION 

Superfund July ,1984: Virginia Assess potential hazardous 

X. REMEDiAL ACTIVITY (past or on·golnQ) 

GQI.: A. NONE 0 B. YES (cottii>lete Items l, 2, 3, • 4 below) 

t. TYPE OF ACTIVITY 
. 2. DA.TE OF. a. PERFORMED 
PAST ACTION BY: 4. DESCRIPTION 
(mo., .day, • yro). (BPA/Stilte) 

. .. 
.. 

'-· 

I 
! 

I • ¢ 

• waste site. 

• 

• ·-· -·---·-- -

NOTE: Based on the information in Sections ni through X, fill out the Preliminary Assessment (Section II) 
,-___ 

information on the first page of this form. 

EPA F- T2070·2 (10·79) 

• 
4a 
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FIELD TRIP SUMMARY REPORT 

This summary should be prepared in c~njunction with the Preliminary Assessment 
Form, (EPA Form T2070-2), so that a proper site rating can b~ assigned. 

Name of Site Hopewell Iron and Me tal Company 

EPA Case Number V~80830913 

I. If site 
Section 
If Yes: 

---------------------------------

is active, has owner/operator notified EPA in accordance with 
3010 of RCRA. Yes No -------

a) Note EPA I.D. No. ------------------------
"N/A" 

b) Is the site a generator, starer, treater or disposer of 
hazardous waste? (CIRCLE ONE). 

II. If the answers· submitted in ·Part VI {Ha..zard Description) of EPA FQrin .T2070-2 or 
observations warrant a more thorough site investigatioA/sampling, please attach 
a sketch map showing those areas of concern. (i.e.: lagoons, l~ach ·ate seeps, 
drum storage, monitoring wells, etc.). 

III. Please list site .contacts and accompanying inspectors; include, name, title and .. 
phone numbers. ________________ ~------------------~--~----~----------

58-8514 

Rober.t c. Wichser, Hazardous Waste Site Evaluator, (804) 225-2835 

K~vin L. Greene, Hazardous Waste Site Evaluator, (804) 225-2802 

IV. Site obser~ations: (attach a topo map). 

A. Population within 1000 ft. of the site is (CHECK ONE) 

~ 1~ 0-10 people 
2. 10-100 people 
3. greater than 100 people 

. .... ; :· ... 
.:. . . 

; :l.\"' • ·~' 

' ..... ·.·· ~ -

·· B. List surrounding land use: (woodlot, agricultrual, playground, industriaJ,etc.) 

North: woodlot 

South: industrial 

East: woodlot/ industr=-ia:;;,;;l;;.;... ------

West: woodlot/residential 

5 
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FIELD TRIP SUMMARY REPORT 

c. Water supply for area. (CHECK ONE) * Area receives water from 
.municipal system,,, derived from 
intake on.Appomattox River1 

l. 
2. 
3. 

Surface intakes (locate on attached map) 
Municipal wells (locate on attached map) 
Domestic wells: * Lndustry 1n tne area nas p aced 

several monitoring wells on 

a. 
b. 

Approximate number within ~ mile. At least three. 
nearby property. 

Locate a minimum of 3 wells on attached map and list below: 

Property owner Allied corp~, Allied Corp. Allied Corp. 

Address Hopewell, VA Hopewell, VA Hopewell, VA 

Phone No. 

Well records YES NO 
Odor problems YES- NO-
Taste problems YES NO 

YES NO 
YES-NO
YES-NO-

c. If odor or taste problems are reported please elaborate: None • 

D. Are surface or subsurface, (leachate), drainage areas from site apparent? YES NO XX • If yes: 

1. Were unusual odors or stains noted? YES NO XX 
2. Was stressed vegetation noted? YES-- NOxx 

a. If yes please note area on map. 

E. Are streams or receiving waters adjacent to site? YES . NO. __ __"N/A': 1 '' 
If yes, list observations: (i.e.-change in benthic commun1ty, change in plant density/diversity, change in color, siltation, etc.). __________________________ __ 

f. Site topography: (i.e.-plateau, strip mine ravines, etc.). ________ F_l_a_t~·----------

G. Other observations: (i.e.-erosion, located in flood plain, etc.)·----------
•. Tq~l grass and weeds covered much of the property. 

6 
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FIELD TRIP SUMMARY REPORT 

V. Were photographs taken? YES xx NO 
If yes: Who has custody of pli"'ffs? --

Name: Berry F. Wright, Jr. 
· BUreau of . Solid Waste Management 

Agency: Virginia State Health Department 

Phone No. : __ (;...8_04....:);,.._2_25_-_2_6_6 7 _____ _ 

VI. Is a hydrogeological survey for this site attached? YES NO xx 
If no, Section III 0 of EPA Form T2070-2 must be completea:-

ca~~G~Nfo\l 
(R_ .; I 

VII. Please attach pertinent copies of reports or data reviewed by inspector:· 
(i.e.-State monitoring data, consultant reports, etc.) • 

VIII. Name of Inspector: Robert c.·:w±chser, Kevin L. Greene·· 

Agency: VA. State Health Department, Bureau of Solid Waste M.anagement 

Phone No.: (804) · 225-2835/2802 

Time on Site: '12:30 p~m~ - 3:30p.m.; July 26, 1984 

Weather Conditions: Sunny and warm. 
----~~--~----------------------------~----

7 
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Hopewell Iron and Metals Company 
VA-287 

Offices and Yard Area 

Hopewell Iron and Metals Company 
VA-287 

Warehouse Area 
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Hopewell Iron and Metals Company 
VA- 287 

Warehouse Area 

Hopewell Iron and Metals Company 
VA- 287 

Area around Warehouse 

9 



• 

~;,(~ 

R'EY ;v fze~JJ/7 

~/~ 
tfGI,J/ (,ec:p,vE 

7- 2t- Btf 



• 

Hopewell Iron and Hetals Company 
VA-287 

Area around Warehouse 

Hopewell Iron and Yetals Company 
VA-287 

Area around Warehouse 
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Hopewell Iron and ~etals Company 
VA-287 

Area around Warehouse 
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Aerial View 
Hopewell I ron and Metals Company 

Virginia Site 287 

• 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 
AND TRANSPORTATION 

I 
Enl. Scale-r~ .......... ~'(e..~L-----Approx. 
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SCALE 1:£4000 

SITE LOCATION PLAN 

Hopewell Iron and Metal Company 

Hopewell. Virginia 

taken from 

~ Hopewell 

Virginia Quadrangle 

Quadrangle Location 




